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The Chiasms of Paul
Introduction
In this book, you will find many very clear parallelisms and chiasms
(or chiasmus). The way these chiasms have been cut out are by no means a
statement of finality as to doctrine and intent of the author, but, rather, an
attempt to unravel what may have been the author's desired effect.
Parallelisms and chiasms were a seriously needed element of internal
organization in ancient writings, which did not make use of paragraphs,
punctuation, capitalization and other such synthetic devices to communicate the
conclusion of one idea and the commencement of the next.
Chiasmus can be defined most simply as an inverted type of parallelism. This is
where two thoughts might be mentioned and then they are repeated in reverse
order.
For MY thoughts are not YOUR thoughts, Neither are YOUR ways MY ways,
saith the Lord. (Isaiah 55:8)
If we look at this graphically, the simple chiasm takes on the form of a X:
a

b
X

b

a

The name chiasmus, derived from chi (X), the 22nd letter in the Greek
alphabet. A couple examples from English are: "Old King Cole was a merry old
soul, and a merry old soul was he", and "He who fails to prepare, prepares to
fail."

2

Whereas in languages such as Greek, Latin, and English, chiasms are most
often composed of two elements, in Hebrew there appears to be no limit to the
number of terms or ideas that may be employed. An illustration of this with
five elements is found in Psalm 3:7-8;
a. Save me
b. O my God,
c. For thou has smitten
d. All my enemies
e. On the cheek-bone
e' The teeth
d' Of the wicked
c' Thou has broken.
b' To Yahweh
a' The salvation.

A second example comes from Isaiah 60:1-3:
a. Arise,
b. Shine,
c. For thy light is come,
d. And the glory
e. Of Yahweh
f. Upon thee is risen
g. For behold, dimness shall cover the earth
g' And gross darkness the peoples.
f' But upon thee will arise
e' Yahweh
d' And his glory shall upon thee be seen
c' And nations shall come to thy light
b' And kings to the brightness
a' Of thy rising.
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This can show why Chiasmus was attractive to the ancient Hebrew. First,
chiasms are easy to memorize and would be useful since the Hebrew tradition
was mainly oral. Second, chiasmus was in vogue. Just as 16th century English
poets were fond of the sonnet, chiasmus seems to have been preferred by
many of the ancient Hebrew writers. Third, the form can be very pleasing
aesthetically.
Although the form was recognized and published as early as 1820 in London, it
was not until 1854 in a study by John Forbes (The Symmetrical Structures of
Scripture) that a full appreciation or understanding of chiasmus was developed.
Nils Lund in 1942 published some of the rules that chiasmic forms followed.
Three of these are particularly interesting for this study:
1. The center of the passage is always the turning point
2. Identical ideas will often be distributed so as to occur at the beginning,
middle, and end of a chiasm but nowhere else.
3. There is often a mixture of direct parallel and inverted parallel lines in the
same unit.

Others who have studied chiasmus in scripture insist there are no rules. In
looking at these letters, it seems to me that Paul has left indicators, or
clues, along the way to help us to most clearly divide the text according to
his intent. Some of these clues are obvious, some are more obscure. The
clues can be both identical words and or related ideas.
Ideally, it would be perfect to divide these structures exactly the way the
Apostle Paul wanted them to be divided. With the absence of any
corroborating historical record as to Paul's intent, these divisions can be
used at least for dividing the text by themes for study, and at most, to see
even more deeply the intent of our blessed brother, Paul, and the Holy
Spirit.
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chi·as·ma kaɪˈæz mə - [kahy-az-muh]–noun, plural -mas, -ma·ta -mə tə [-muh-tuh]
Also, chi·asm ˈkaɪ æz əm - [kahy-az-uh m] Pronunciation.
[Origin: 1830–40; < Gk: crosspiece of wood, cross-bandage, equiv. to chi

CHI1

n. suffix ]

+ -asma

chi·as·mal, chi·as·mic, chi·as·mat·ic ˌ kaɪ æzˈmæt ɪk - Pronunciation[kahy-az-matchi·as·ma (kī-āz'mə) Pronunciation Key

n. pl. chi·as·ma·ta (-mə-tə) or chi·as·mas also chi·asms

1. Anatomy - A crossing or intersection of two tracts, as of nerves or ligaments. a

crossing or decussation, as that of the optic nerves at the base of the brain.
2. Genetics -The point of contact between paired chromatids during meiosis, resulting
in a cross-shaped configuration and representing the cytological manifestation of
crossing over.

—Related forms
chi·as·mal, chi·as·mic, chi·as·mat·ic ˌkaɪ æzˈmæt ɪk - [kahy-az-mat-ik]
The origin is the Greek letter chi, and in general, it refers to x-form symmetry. In
music, the meaning is less restrictive, and can refer to any palindrome symmetry. (1)
nave is architecture, of naval origin
(1) chiastic is musical symmetry, like a palindrome
(2) arch form is chiastic, with the big emphasis, the keystone, at center.
(3) ship form chiastic,
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Ephesians in Parallelisms - With Italic Clues
Ephesians 1:1
From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
to the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus.
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly realms in Christ.
For he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
that we may be holy and unblemished in his sight in love.
He did this by predestining us to adoption as his sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the pleasure of his will--

to the praise of the glory of his grace
that he has freely bestowed on us in his dearly loved Son.
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
that he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight.
He did this when he revealed to us the secret of his will, according to his

good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
toward the administration of the fullness of the times,
to head up all things in Christthe things in heaven
and the things on earth.
In Christ we too have been claimed as God's own possession,
since we were predestined
according to the one purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to the counsel of his will
so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, would be to the
praise of his glory.
And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your salvation)
when you believed in Christ you were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit,
who is the down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of God's
own possession, to the praise of his glory.
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For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints,
I do not cease to give thanks for you when I remember you in my prayers.
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory may give
you spiritual wisdom and revelation in your growing knowledge of him, since
the eyes of your heart have been enlightened so that you may know what

is the hope of his calling,
what is the wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the incomparable greatness of his power toward us who
believe,

as displayed in the exercise of his immense strength.
This power he exercised in Christ
when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand
in the heavenly realms far above every rule and authority and power
and dominion and every name that is named, not only in this age but also
in the one to come.
And God put all things under Christ's feet,
and he gave him to the church as head over all things.
Now the church is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.
NET

Ephesians 2:1

And although you were dead in your transgressions and sins,
in which you formerly lived according to this world's present path,
according to the ruler of the kingdom of the air,
the ruler of the spirit that is now energizing the sons of disobedience,
among whom all of us also formerly lived out
our lives in the
cravings of our flesh,
indulging the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath even as the rest
But God, being rich in mercy,
because of his great love with which he loved us, even though we were dead
in transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ by grace you are saved!
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and he raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, to demonstrate in the coming ages
the surpassing wealth of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you are saved through faith,
and this is not from yourselves,
it is
the gift of God;
it is not from works,
so that no one can boast.
For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for
good works
that God prepared beforehand so we may do them.

Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh-who are called "uncircumcision"
by the so-called "circumcision" that is performed on the body by human handsthat you were at that time without the Messiah, alienated from the
citizenship of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world.
But now in Christ Jesus you who used to be far away have been brought

near by the blood of Christ
For he is our peace, the one who made both groups into one

and who destroyed the middle wall of partition, the hostility,
when he nullified in his flesh the law of commandments in decrees.
He did this to create in himself one new man out of two, thus making peace,
and to reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross,
by which the hostility has been killed.
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off
and peace to those who were near,
so that through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.
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So then you are no longer foreigners and noncitizens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints
and members of God's household,
because you have been built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself
as the cornerstone.
In him the whole building,
being joined together,
grows into a holy temple in the Lord,
in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in the
Spirit.

NET

Ephesians 3

For this reason I, Paul the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace

that was given to me for you,
that by revelation the divine secret was made known to me,
as I wrote before briefly.
When reading this, you will be able to understand

my insight
into this secret of Christ.
Now this secret was not disclosed to people in former generations
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit, namely, that through the gospel the Gentiles are fellow

heirs, fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus.
I became a servant of this gospel according to the gift of God's grace that was

given to me by the exercise of his power.
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To me-- less than the least of all the saints -this grace was given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches

of Christ
and to enlighten everyone about God's secret plan a secret that has been
hidden for ages in God who has created all things.
The purpose of this enlightenment is that through the church
the multifaceted
wisdom of God
should now be disclosed to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly
realms.
This was according to the eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and confident access to God
because of Christ's faithfulness.
For this reason I ask you not to lose heart because of what I am suffering

for you,

which is your glory.

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven

and on the earth is named.

I pray that according to the wealth of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner person,
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,
so that, because you have been rooted and grounded in love,
you may be able to comprehend
with all the saints
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and thus to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
so that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Now to him who by the power that is working within us
is able to do far beyond all that we ask or think, to him be the glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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NET

Ephesians 4

I, therefore, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live worthily of the
calling with which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of

peace.

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you too were called to the one
hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is
over all and through all and in all.
But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of
the gift of Christ.
Therefore it says, When he ascended on high he captured captives;

he gave gifts to men."

Now what is the meaning of "he ascended," except that he also
descended to the lower regions, namely, the earth?
He, the very one who descended, is also the one who ascended
above all the heavens, in order to fill all things.
It was he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work of ministry that is, to build up the

body of Christ,
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of Goda mature person, attaining to the measure of Christ's full stature.
So we are no longer to be children, tossed back and forth by waves
and carried about by every wind of teaching by the trickery of people who
craftily carry out their deceitful schemes.
But practicing the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Christ, who
is the head.
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From him the whole body grows, fitted and held together through every
supporting ligament. As each one does its part, the body grows in love.
So I say this, and insist in the Lord, that you no longer live as the Gentiles
do, in the futility of their thinking.
They are darkened in their understanding, being alienated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in them
due to the hardness of their hearts.
Because they are callous, they have given themselves over to indecency
for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
But you did not learn about Christ like this, if indeed you heard about
him and were taught in him,
just as the truth
is in Jesus.
You were taught with reference to your former way of life
to lay aside the old man
who is being corrupted in accordance with deceitful desires,
to be renewed in the spirit of your mind,
and to put on the new man who has been created in God's image in
righteousness and holiness that comes from truth.
Therefore, having laid aside falsehood,
each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members of one

another.
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Be angry and do not sin;
do not let the sun go down on the cause of your anger.
Do not give the devil an opportunity.
The one who steals

must steal no longer;
rather he must labor,
doing good with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with
the one who has need.
You must let no unwholesome word come out of your mouth,
but only what is beneficial for the building up of the one in need,
that it may give grace to those who hear.

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the
day of redemption.
You must put away every kind of bitterness, anger, wrath, quarreling, and
evil, slanderous talk.
Instead, be kind to one another, compassionate,
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forgave you.
Therefore, be imitators of God
Ephesians: 5
as dearly loved children and live in love,
just as Christ also loved us and gave himself for us,
a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God.
But among you there must not be either sexual immorality, impurity of
any kind, or greed, as these are not fitting for the saints. Neither should
there be vulgar speech, foolish talk, or coarse jesting-all of which are out of character--but rather thanksgiving.
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For you can be confident of this one thing:
that no person who is immoral, impure, or greedy
(such a person is an idolater) has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God.
Let nobody deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things God's wrath comes on the sons of
disobedience.
Therefore do not be partakers with them,
for you were at one time darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord.

Walk as children of the light
for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and

truth

trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.
Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but rather expose

them.
For the things they do in secret are shameful even to mention.
But all things being exposed by the light are made evident. For everything
made evident is light, and for this reason it says: "Awake, sleeper! Rise
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you!"

Therefore be very careful how you live not as unwise but as wise,
taking advantage of every opportunity,
because the days are evil.
For this reason do not be foolish,
but be wise by understanding
what the Lord's will is.
And do not get drunk with wine, which is debauchery
but be filled by the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs, singing and making music in your hearts to the Lord,
always giving thanks to God the Father for each other in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
and submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
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Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord, because the husband is the

head of the wife as also Christ is the head of the church he himself being
the savior of the body.
But as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their
husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself for her
to sanctify her by cleansing her with the washing of the water by the

word,

so that he may present the church to himself
as glorious not having a stain or wrinkle, or any such blemish, but holy

and blameless.

In the same way husbands ought to love their wives as their own

bodies.

He who loves his wife
loves himself.
For no one has ever hated his own body but he feeds it and takes

care of it,

just as Christ also does the church,
for we are members of his body.
For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and will be
joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. This mystery is

great--

but I am actually speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
Nevertheless, each one of you must also love his own wife as he loves
himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
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Ephesians 6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord for this is right.

"Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment accompanied
by a promise,
namely, "that it may go well with you and that you will live a long time on

the earth."
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger,
but raise them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trembling,
in the sincerity of your heart as to Christ,
not like those who do their work only when someone is watching
--as people-pleasers-- but as slaves of Christ doing the will of God

from the heart.
Obey with enthusiasm, as though serving the Lord and not people,

because you know that each person, whether slave or free, if he does
something good, this will be rewarded by the Lord.
Masters, treat your slaves the same way, giving up the use of threats,
because you know that both you and they have the same master in heaven,
and there is no favoritism with him.
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Finally, be strengthened in the Lord and in the strength of his power.
Clothe yourselves with the full armor of God
so that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world rulers of
this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens.
For this reason, take up the full armor of God so that you may be
able to stand your ground on the evil day, and
having done everything, to stand.
Stand firm therefore,

by fastening the belt of truth around your waist, by putting
on the breastplate of righteousness, by fitting your feet with the
preparation that comes from the good news of peace, and in all of
this, by taking up the shield of faith with which you can extinguish all
the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
With every prayer and petition, pray at all times in the Spirit,

and to this end be alert, with all perseverance and requests for all the
saints.
Pray for me also, that I may be given the message when I begin to
speak that I may confidently make known the mystery of the gospel,
for which I am an ambassador in chains.
Pray that I may be able to speak boldly as I ought to speak.

Tychicus, my dear brother
and faithful servant in the Lord,
will make everything known to you,

so that you too may know about my circumstances, how I am doing.
I have sent
him to you
for this very purpose, that you may know our circumstances
and that he may encourage your hearts.
Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with faith, from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace be with all of those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an

undying love.
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